
NOAA’s National Coastal Zone 
Management Program 
Our coastal communities are home to over 128 million people, support 
58.3 million jobs, and contribute $9.5 trillion annually to the U.S. 
economy. Recognizing the importance of our coasts, in 1972, Congress 
created the National Coastal Zone Management Program, a voluntary 
partnership between NOAA and coastal states and territories. The 
program was designed to enhance and protect coastal resources and 
communities. 

In fiscal year 2024, NOAA invested more than $81 million, allocated 
through the Coastal Zone Management Act, to implement coastal 
management programs in the 34 participating states and territories. 
Federal funding was matched by more than $67 million from state, 
territorial, and local governments and other partners. These funds are 
used to improve public access, enhance hazard resilience, and fuel the 
nation’s vibrant coastal economy. 

FUNDING 
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SUMMARY 

Office for 
Coastal Management

coast.noaa.gov/czm

Planning for Our Ocean  
and Coastal Waters  
($3.7 million federal;  
$3.7 million matching)

Comprehensive planning supports jobs, 
reduces user conflicts, and sustains  
natural resources.

Implementing State Program Management 
($8.1 million federal; $5.4 million matching)

State coastal management programs serve as 
the “boots on the ground” for addressing coastal 
management issues.

Protecting and Restoring  
Coastal Habitat  
($18.6 million federal;  
$15.9 million matching) 

Coastal habitats buffer communities from 
storms and are needed to support fisheries, 
robust recreation and tourism industries, 
and thriving wildlife populations.

Expanding Public Engagement 
($11.3 million federal;  
$6.8 million matching)

Strong coordination and communication 
among agencies and the public results 
in better decision-making for America’s 
coastlines.
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Mitigating Coastal Hazards  
($16.9 million federal;  
$13.1 million matching)

Minimizing risks from coastal hazards such as 
storms, flooding, erosion, and sea level rise 
makes communities more resilient.

Promoting Coastal Community 
Development  
($9.5 million federal;  
$8.1 million matching)

Wise development decisions protect coastal 
community character and health and 
promote appropriate coastal-dependent 
uses and industries.

Enhancing Public Access  
($5.3 million federal;  
$4.6 million matching)

Providing public access allows all Americans 
to enjoy the coast and delivers substantial 
economic benefits to coastal communities.

Protecting Coastal Water Quality  
($7.6 million federal;  
$6.4 million matching)

Preventing and reducing polluted runoff and 
marine debris results in coastal waters that 
are safe and healthy for drinking, swimming, 
and fishing.

http://coast.noaa.gov/czm


The National Coastal Zone Management Program
Building Stronger Coastal Communities and Economies

Supporting Working Waterfronts  
The softshell clam fishery, one of Maine’s most valuable fisheries, relies on informal agreements between shellfish harvesters 
and coastal property owners, as harvesters often walk across private property to access intertidal mudflats and dig clams. 
As coastal Maine becomes more popular and new property owners move in, many of those “handshake” agreements may 
be lost. Maine’s Coastal Program therefore funded an effort to map and identify the ownership of shellfishing access points 
in Casco Bay, where 65 percent of the access points are across private property. The project team also created data-sharing 
agreements and a guidance document to help harvesters and landowners feel comfortable sharing information and help 
other communities replicate this effort. The Maine Community Intertidal Data Portal, also funded by the Maine Coastal 
Program, provides comprehensive data relevant to shellfish management, including information about these access sites. 
The team is also creating a template agreement to further formalize existing agreements and create new access sites.   

Improving Public Beaches  
North Carolina’s Coastal Program funds the state’s Public Beach and Coastal Waterfront Access Grants. Grants are awarded 
annually to local governments across North Carolina’s twenty coastal counties for projects that improve public access to the 
state’s beaches and waterways. Local governments are required to match state funds and are responsible for construction, 
operation, and long-term project maintenance. In 2024, more than $2.8 million was provided to 16 different communities, 
including $378,000 to Elizabeth City to install a kayak launch pad and replace and repair the existing boardwalk, observation 
decks, and a fishing pier in Causeway Park. Since 1981, almost $50 million in grant funds have supported improvements to 
over 450 public access sites.

Advancing the Beneficial Use of Dredged Materials
Mississippi’s Office for Coastal Resources Management administers the Beneficial Use of Dredged Materials Program, which 
restores and creates tidal marsh and associated coastal habitats by placing dredged sediment in designated habitat sites. 
In 2024, the program was issued a permit to restore a 900-acre site on Pelican Key, an island seven miles offshore from 
Mississippi’s coast. Dredged material is being used to construct an 820-acre marsh habitat and 80-acre containment berm. 
The berm will protect the crucial coastal ecosystem from hazardous materials. 

See more stories at coast.noaa.gov/states/stories/index.html.

MAKING AN IMPACT
 The National Coastal Zone Management Program over the last five years.
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https://www.manomet.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/MappingAccesstoIntertidal-122023.pdf
https://www.manomet.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/GuidetoDevelopingInventoryofAccess-122023.pdf
https://community-intertidal-data-portal-gpcog.hub.arcgis.com/feedback/surveys/c52a545d111543d5bd846c3bb8515c39/explore
https://coast.noaa.gov/states/stories/index.html
http://coast.noaa.gov/czm



